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» While absent in Galtung and Ruge’s taxonomy of “news
factors”, positivity (Bednarek & Caple, 2017) [or good news
(Harcup & O’Neill, 2010, 2017) or feel-good (Conboy, 2002) or
positive news (Bech Sillesen, 2014)] is now widely seen as a
frequent news value.

= Nonetheless, most research in the Global North
demonstrates that “negativity” (or conflict) remains the
“basic nhews value” (Bell, 1991, p. 156).
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= Africa in the News

= There is a widely spread perception, partly supported by
research, that news about African countries over the last
decades has been predominantly negative (Hawk, 1992; Kalyango Jr. &
Onyebadi, 2012; Obijiofor, 2009).

/News iabout-Africacdealsiwith «crises|such asrcoup détats; civil
savage, sumars;terrorism; and health pandemics»d cenerally
(Kalyango Jr. %H@%QOD, p. 685)

(Brookes, 1995, p. 461)




= Normative interventions




" [nternationalizing Chinese media




"= Chinese media in Africa




= Telling a “positive story” of Africa

positive story

the true picture



= QOverarching research Questions




= Methods




Constructing the idea of “positive
nhews” in a global Chinese nhewsroom
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= Journalists making sense of “positive hews”

news about everyday life



= A Kenyan journalist’s take on “positive news”




= A Kenyan reporter’s take on “positive nhews”




= Not all approve of “positive hews”




“Positive nhews” about Africa and
beyond
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= “Positive news” is geographically limited
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= Hierarchy of news

Prevalent News

Topic/Country Control Value
China High Positivity
Sino-African ties High Positivity
African politics Moderate Positivity/Negativity
United States Moderate Negativity
African economy Low Positivity/Negativity
Africa features Low Positivity

African sports Low Positivity/Negativity




Kenyan and South African media
professionals views on “positive hews”
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= Divided views on “positive hews”
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= A Kenyan reporter’s take on “positive news”
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= A Kenyan editor’s take on “positive news”




= Divided views on “positive hews”
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= A Kenyan editor’s take on “positive news”
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= A Kenyan editor’s take on “positive news”
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= A South African editor’s take on “positive nhews”




= Final ideas
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