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Imagining Distant’ Lands
" The news media, alongside films and books play an important role in

shaping perceptions of foreign countries and their people.

= This is particularly acute for those countries that are geographically
distant.
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Imagining Japan
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Imagining Distant’ Lands

" The news media, alongside films and books play an important role in
shaping perceptions of foreign countries and their people.

= This is particularly acute for those countries that are geographically
distant.

* While Japan and Spain have a long history of exchanges, Japan
remains a relatively rarely visited destination, thus making mediated
representations pivotal in creating imagery of the country.
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Table 1. Stages in the Study (and Imagination) of Japan in the US

Phase US-Japan relationship Evaluation of Japan Keywords

1945-1960
1955-1970

1965-1980
1970-1990
1980-1990
1990-

2000-

Adapted from Sugimoto (2014, p. 18)
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RQs

1. How frequently is Japan discussed in Spain’s hewspaper of record,
El Pais?

2. How has Japan’s portrayal in the press changed over the last four
decades?

3. How similar or dissimilar is the coverage of Japan compared to
other countries?
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Methods

* Computational Approach to Text Analysis

= Large corpus of 1.7 millions articles scraped from the web

= Around 50,000 articles mentioning Japan
= All content published between 1976 and 2014

* Combination of “bag of words” methods to text analysis
" Frequency analysis
= Sentiment Analysis
= Semi-supervised machine learning
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Case Selection
= Founded in 1976, El Pafs, has EL PAIS

long been considered the
newspaper of record in Spain.
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Figure 1. Number of Articles Mentioning Japan in El Pais (1976-2014)
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Figure 2. Total Country Mentions in El Pais between (1976 — 2014)
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Figure 3. Articles Mentioning Japan by Section in El Pais (1976-2014)

cultura deportes
600
400

200

economia internacional

e [=2]
o o
o o

Number of articles
N
o
o

‘lllllllllll!’ ||I|II|I|||||||||I|||I|||||I|II-||||I.

opinion sociedad

o

600
400

200

Jrm— | [T || | [T TTNS .. ll.--lIll---IllllllllllllllllIlll-llI-

1980 1990 2000 2010 1980 1980 2000 2010

Representations of Japan in the Spanish Press (1976-2014) | ICAS 11, Leiden | Dr. Madrid-Morales | 13 |

UNIVERSITYof HOUSTON



R,

Evolution & Linguistic Changes
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Figure 4. Co-occurrence network in articles mentioning Japan
between 1976 and 1980
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Figure 5. Co-occurrence network in articles mentioning Japan
between 1981 and 1985
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Figure 6. Co-occurrence network in articles mentioning Japan
between 1986 and 1990
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Figure 7. Co-occurrence network in articles mentioning Japan
between 1991 and 1995
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Figure 8. Co-occurrence network in articles mentioning Japan
between 1996 and 2000
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Figure 9. Co-occurrence network in articles mentioning Japan
between 2001 and 2005
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Figure 10. Co-occurrence network in articles mentioning Japan
between 2006 and 2010
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Figure 11. Relative Frequency (Keyness) of News Stories about Culture

before and after the Year 2000
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Figure 12. Co-occurrence network in articles mentioning Japan
between 2011 and 2014
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Figure 13. Co-occurrence network in articles mentioning Japan
between 2011 and 2014
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R0,

Japan’s Uniqueness?
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Figure 14. Mentions of Selected Countries in El Pais (1976-2014)
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Figure 15. Top Words Associated with Japan (1976-2014)
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japén

2750
presidente
1425
délares
1018
crecimiento
829
partido
761
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millones
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Figure 16. Top Words Associated with China (1976-2014)
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Figure 17. Top Words Associated with Sweden (1976-2014)
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Figure 18. Top Words Associated with Australia (1976-2014)

anos
1269
unidos
599
numero
364
caso
311
metros
271
tenis
236
problemas
213

australia
1019

pais

532
presidente
362

internacional

311
frente
269
titulo
234
director
2153

UNIVERSITYof HOUSTON

ano

811
partido
522
carrera
344
gandé
308
juego
255
cambio
227

espana
768
equipo
503

ee

339
grupo
301
pista
253
historia
226

Representations of Japan in the Spanish Press (1976-2014) | ICAS 11, Leiden | Dr. Madrid-Morales | 30 |

mundo
691
espanol
499

uu

337
vida
295
europa
250
campedn
226

mundial

650
australiano
445

francia

336
victoria
285

punto

248

estadounidense

225

paises
048
gobierno
395
puntos
319
espanola
283
alemania
247
personas
222

millones
609
torneo
387
ganar
312
forma
275
ministro
239
semana
216




Table 1. Stages in the Study (and Imagination) of Japan in the US

Phase US-Japan relationship Evaluation of Japan Keywords
1945-1960 Japan’s total dependence on the US Negative & Positive Oon, gir, oyaun, kooun
1955-1970 Japan as the showcase of the US model Positive Evolutionary change
1965-1980 Japan’s growth & emerging competition Positive Amae, tate shakas, groupism
1970-1990 Japan out-performing the US Positive Japan as number 1
1980-1990 Intense trade war between Japan & US Negative Enigma, threat

1990- Japan’s recession and US boom Negative Structural reform
2000- Japan as soft power, US recession, Chinarise  Negative & Positive Manga, animation, sushi

Adapted from Sugimoto (2014, p. 18)
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Table 2. Stages in the Reporting (and Imagination) of Japan in Spain

Phase Prevailing topics Evaluation of Japan Keywords

1976-1990 China-Japan relations, foreign trade Positive Exportacion, industria,
automovil

1990- Financial crisis, Japan as new global power Positive & Negative Crecimiento, Asia, motor

2000- Slower economic growth, lost decade Positive & Negative Deflacion, década,

2010- Popular culture, Japan as a trend setter (Negative) Manga, cine, cultura
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Contributions

* This paper explored some of the potential benefits (and
shortcomings) of using computational text analysis methods to revisit
‘old questions’ in the study of country representations.

" Reporting about Japan in Spain’s newspaper of record has moved
from being predominantly economy-centered, to having a broader
focus, including culture and sports.

" Japan’s imagery hasn’t differed much from that of other neighboring
countries, or that of countries of relatively equal size.
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