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Systemic Asymmetries ()

* China does not welcome foreign investment in telecommunication
and media/information industries, even from countries/regions
that the Chinese government considers “friendly”

=  Only one foreign company is present in China’s telecom sector...
Telefénica with 1 per cent (!!) stake in China Unicom.

* |tis a highly regulated market, considered very sensitive by Chinese
authorities.

* For many years, foreign investment regulations prevented foreign capital
from being the majority in joint ventures. Naspers’ ownership of Tencent
(31 per cent) has been declining.
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Systemic Asymmetries (ll)

» Random (yet regular, and increasingly systematic) curtailment of
reporting within China.

= Chinese reporters (like others) expect to be able to report freely across the
world, but the world is not expected to report freely in China.

= Some foreign media are inaccessible in China.

= Foreign correspondents are frequently “invited for tea” and their visas are
not renewed when needed and decided by Beijing.

= Chinese journalists report from every corner of the world. Very
(very) few African journalists report from China—those who do are
often “invited” by Chinese organizations.
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Systemic Asymmetries (lll)

» China severely restricts the media content market, and limits the
import of audiovisual content (both TV and cinema).

(Year 2016) TV Series Animation Documentaries
Imports 0 0 3
Africa
Exports 4 19 106
Imports 82 416 1,245
Europe
Exports 11 41 15
Imports 109 1,041 376
United States
Exports 30 419 240
Imports 1 0 34
Rest of America
Exports 36 270 717

5/27/19 "Soft Power Interventions: A Critical Perspective from Global Communication Studies" Panel | ICA'19




Systemic Asymmetries (1V)
» Chinese global media have small but relatively loyal audiences.

= Chinese dramas (dianshiju) circulate éloball y and are said to be popular. A

“Beautiful Daughter-In-Law” (383389 = 1FBT1X) had audience ratings of 3.2
in Egypt. In Tanzania, it had “six million viewers”.

= Netflix has acquired Chinese content from Youku and iQiyi. Audience
figures are non-existent.

= Forthcoming research by Madrid-Morales & Wasserman, estimates CGTN’s
news content to be reaching between 2 and 8 per cent of elite audiences
in Kenya, Nigeria and South Africa.

" |n 2018, China’s TV & radio chief regulator “called for patience
regarding Chinese media engagement with Africa”.
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Ahistorical scholarship

* The study of contemporary Sino-Africa mediated exchanges lacks
critical readings of shared history, and, crucially, a diachronic
perspective (rather than the prevalent synchronic accounts).

= As Sverdrup-Thygeson (2017) has noted, history has been used as
a “tool” in China’s Africa policy. Particularly, three historical event
have been appropriated and fetishized:

= Admiral Zheng He’s 15t century travels to the “West seas”.
= Sino-African shared colonial subjugation.
= Chinese material support to Africa under Mao Zedong’s rule.
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Source: The Standard

Sino-African Historical Tropes (l)

Archeological evidence shows Kenya’s
dalliance with Chinese dates 15th century

By STANDARD REPORTER

The Chinese are here and in a big
way. They first tame in trickles and
now they are coming in drove:

Ihey are in matatus, shopping
malls and yes, you will find them at
your favourite

Sociologists estimate the Chi
could conceivably outnumber A:
und Europeans as the second largest
minority race in Kenya in the years 1o
come. They are gobbling up the real

| estate cake, are involved in commer-
L importation, warchousing, and
all businesses. Should we be wor-
i excited? How did we get here?
vears ago off the coast of La-
p of fishermen made a star-
overy. Their fishing nets ac-
caught 15th . century
Months later, a joint
-and Chinese archaeol-
the 15th Century

archaeology de-
the inscription
“Yongle Tong-

¢ reign that
time between

d out were car-
{ Emperor

5/27/19

It is believed there may have been mi

nya as early as the 15th century. (PH

can now conclusively be traced 1o one
man, Zheng He, also known as Cheng
Ho — a legendary Chinese admiral
who, legends say, led a vast fleet of be
tween 200 and 300 ships across the In
dian Ocean in 1418,

CHINESE DESCENT
Until recently, revered folk tales
and unsubstantial hints pointed 1o
how far Zheng might have sailed. Be-
sides, there may have been minor set
tlement of Chinese people in Kenya as
carly as the 15th century, But modern
major migration from the People’s Re
ublic of China to Kenya dates to the
ate 1990s and early 2000s. Conserva-
put the number of
nese people in Kenya at 10,000,
Archacologists found Chi-

- hese porcelains made during the Tang

gynasty (618-907) in Kenyan villages,
imably these are believed to have
bmpgh( over by Zheng during
Century ocean vovaces
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6ncVxLoH4iM

Sino-African Historical Tropes (ll)

CHINA-AFRICATIES CETV

Premier Li Kegiang to start first visit to Africa AMERICA

B A B WWW.CCTV-AMERICA.COM @CCTV_America § CCTVAmerica » CCTV America
E I Source: https://america.cgtn.com/2014/05/03/chinese-premier-to-start-first-visit-to-africa

chineseposters.net
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https://chineseposters.net/themes/african-friends.php
https://america.cgtn.com/2014/05/03/chinese-premier-to-start-first-visit-to-africa

Sino-African Historical Tropes (lll)
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“the first battle" of the TAZARA Railway
Source: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qCnaG_I|9zCM

Source: http://www.sohu.com/a/251161272 516458
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http://www.sohu.com/a/251161272_516458
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qCnaG_l9zCM

Sources

Memoirs, official records and histories written by Chinese
journalists and scholars.

Contemporaneous (now declassified) research reports, public
opinion polls, audience surveys, memoranda and correspondence
from the US Information Agency (Record Group 306, US National
Archives).

Contemporaneous press reports, “propaganda” material and
copies of Chinese publications (Jay Lovestone Papers, Hoover
Institution Library, Stanford University)

Contemporaneous official records (PRC’s Ministry of Foreign
Affairs Archives)
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Missing African narratives
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Reach of Chinese media

" The earliest examples of Chinese media reaching African
audiences were magazines, such as Peking Review, China
Reconstructs and China Pictorial in the 1950s

" |n Tanzania, “a number of young intellectuals and activists in urban
centres avidly read the Little Red Book” in the 1950s.

= Radio arrived 1957 when the first Arabic broadcasts started.
French was added in 1956, then Swahili (1961) and Hausa (1963).
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Chairman Moo stakes hands with Presient Sevghar.
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1
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I EDPOLD Sedar Senghor, President of the Republic of Sencgal and
- Madume Senghor pakd an offical visit to the People’s Republic
of China from May 6 to 13 and thes from May 16 to 1%, 1974, at ke
invitation of 1he Chinese

Chairenaa Mao Trstung

overmemeat,
n May 7 ot with Presidest and Madarme
Senghor, Sevegalese government ministers accompanying them on their
visit, and the Sencgalese Ambassador 1o China.  Chairman Mao aad
President Senghor had a cordial asd fiendly coavenation, Present
wore Premicr Chou En-al, Vice-Chairman Wang Hung-wen, Vice-Premier
LA Moirroben and Asmistast Focelgn Miniser Wasg Malung as well
¢ O Tsung-hen, Lo Heu and Tang Wen-sheng

Premicr Chou En-ai, Vico-Premior Li Hsen-oien mnd President
Seoghor hedd feiendly alks on further developing the fiendly relations
aad cooperation between China and Seaegal a5 well 43 0n (he interaasional
situation.  The two sides expressed saisfaction at the results of the talks
wnd Issued 3 Joknt ¢

During thelr stay in China 1ho datinguished guests visited Peking.
Tachai, Shenyaay and Shanghai where they were accorded & warm wel-
come by the Chinese peopie.

The Seoegalese pecple have & glorious radaion of combating im-
pesialism and cojonialisn, They waged & protracted and berolo sirugge
16 sesist foreign aggression and shake off colonial rule and firally won
independence foe their country. Under the leadership of President Senghor.

enunique

Preudent Scnghor and other dissingsishad Scacgalcse past, In the comgury
of Wy Teh Chaieman af the Peking Muricieal Revoleticnary Comeiier,
\isited Neking Useversity.  Picture: At the coRege-run phammascutal pas
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China Reconstructs
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Chileans rully lo prolest US, imperialist plender and exploitatior

of thelr country asd support ibe nationalization of the copper »

The Third World’s Struggle
Against Imperialist Economic Plunder

HE developing countries can

win victory and freedom only
by persisting in their struggle.”
Though the speaker, an Iragl dele-
gate interviewed after the third
session of the United Nations
Conference on Trade and Develop-
ment, was speaking from his per-
sonal experience and convictions, it
was the voice of the entire third
world.

At the UNCTAD. session,
which met in Santiago, the Chilean
capital, from April 13 to May 21,
the oppression, plunderand ruthless
exploitation of the third world by
colonialism, imperialism and neo-
colonlalism came in for a broad-
sided exposure from representa-
tives of the developing countries of
Africa and Latin America
ged a sharp face-to-face
struggle on lssues of trade, sea-bed
resources, payment of debts, finan-
cial aid, international shipping,
commodity markets, international
currency and other questions,

Under the guise of “aid” and
“cooperation”, through export of
capital, dumping of goeds, grabbing
of important raw materials and

SEPTEMBER 1932

strategic resources of the develop-
ing countries, controlling their
economic lifelines, undermining
their national Industries and shift-
ing their own monetary and eco-
nomic crises onto them, the United
States and other imperialist coun-
tries have continually obstructed
the economic growth of the vast
majority of the countries of Asia,
Africa and Latin America.

Exchanges at Unequal Values

One of the traditional ways the
imperialist countries employ to ex-
pleit the developing nations is to
monopolize the international mar-
ket, force down the prices of raw
materials exported from the devel-
oping countries and rai the
prices of processed products, that
is, buying low and selling high

The developing countries depend
chiefly on the export of their ra
o exchange for indu
processed goods, a situation created
by long-term imperialist domina-
tion. Today the export of primary
commodities (fuel, farm and min-
1 products) still accounts for 80
percent of their total exports. Quite

a few of these countries still have
& “monoculture economy” and can
only export one or two kinds of
products to get fore: exchange.
This enables the imperialist coun-
trics, with their control of the
international market, to exploit
them through trade and run their
economies.

According to data published by
the United Nations, world prices of
raw materials in 1063 were more
than 38 percent below what they
were in 1051, and after that fluc-
tuated at levels below the 1963
prices. In 1970 there was again a
big drop in prices of some raw ma-
terials; the price of wool stood at
145 percent below the 1963 figure,
copper 3.1 percent, wheat 3.2 and
cocoa 24.4 percent.

During the same period, how-
ever, the United States and a few
other “developed” countries raised
prices on their industrial products
sold to the regions of Asia, Africa
and Latin America,

According to U.N, figures, taking
prices of manufactured goods in
1950 as the base figures, by 1963
these prices had risen 23 percent,

33

The pucking room In a mateh and cigaretto factory, an example
of natiaml industry being developed by the Republic of Guinea.

and wer

still going up in 1970. The
price U.S. processed products
rose 24 percent in that year alone.
According to a report in the maga-
zine Vigion, from 1966 to 1970 the
rising prices of imports in Latin
America caused that region to
suffer a loss of nearly US, 2,700
million dollars. Over 1,100 million
dollars of this was in 1970 alone.

This “scissors differential” creat-
ed by the sharp drop of raw ma-
terial export prices and th
increase in prices of process
product imports brought double
losses the developing countries
The Irish Times pointed out that as
a result of worsening trade condi-
tions the developing countries lost
13,400 million daollars in the period

m 1850 to 1965.

In 1954 Colombia could exchange
14 sacks of coffee for m jeep. By
1989, 43 sacks were needed, A
western press estimate says that in
1960 a developing country could
purchase a tractor by exporting one
ton of cocoa, but now five tons are
needed. Such intensive economic
exploitation is inevitably giving
rise to strong indignation and pro-
test on the part of the peoples of
the developing countries.

Trade Discrimination and Contral

In order to end their disadvantage
of having only raw materials to ex-
port in the international market, in

34
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recent years the developing coun-
tries have made efforts to build up
their national industries and are
turning out some light industrial
products for export such as textile
goods, leather manufactured goods
and bicycles. But tariff and non-
tariff barriers on imports of both
materials and industrial manu-
factured products into the United
States and a few “developed” coun-
tries seriously impede the growth
of the developing countries’ econo-
mies and foreign trade

The Declaration of Lima passed
in November 1971 pointed out that
while the proportion of world ex-
ports coming from these countries
dropped from 21.3 percent in 1960
to 17.6 percent in 1970, processed
products from the United States
and a few “developed" countries
kept flowing into the markets of
the developing countri Hitting
at the former's national industry,
this has increased their interna-
tional payments deficits, United
Nations data shows that every year
between 1862 and 1970 the devel-
oping countries imported more
than they exported. Their total
amount of imports over exports for
the nine y reached 16,900
million dollars.

Taking advantage of their monop~
oly of the merchant marine busi-
ness, some ‘“developed” countries
also extort a great deal of moncy
from the developing countries in

shipping charges. On March 19 of
this year, Prensa Latina reported
that the annual payment for ship-
ping charges in Latin America
alone amounts to 3,000 million
dollars.

Heavy Debts

The imperialist countries, on the
oné hand, grab huge profits from
the developing countries through
all these means, leaving them no
other way to make up their deficits
but to ask for loans abroad. On the
other hand, through loans and
“aid" they extort high interest
from the developing countr
which, instead of helping them ex:
tricate themselves from their diffi-
culties causes them to go deeper
into debt,

A report by the Secretary-
General of the United Nations Con-
ference on Trade and Development
stated that in 1969 the external
debt of 80 developing countries
was lwice what it was In 1961,
reaching 56,000 million dollar
This was 4,700 million dollars more
than their total income of 54,300
million dollars from exports in
1970. Press veports say that the
total amount of foreign loans to the
developing countries stands at over
65,000 million dollars at present. In
fact, most of the developing coun-
tries are now in the situation of
asking for new loans to pay their
old debts. Over one-third of the
loans asked by developing coun-
tries in 1970 from the industrial
capitalist countries and the inter-
national financial organizations
under their control were used for
payment of such debts and interest
on them. As the United States
and a few “developed" countries
intensify this kind of robbery
of the developing nations of the
third world, the burden of debt on
the latter is bound to increuse.

Economic Crises Shifted

Like someone “using the neigh-
bor’s field as an outlet for his over
flow”, U.S, imperialism has always
shifted its economic crises onto
other countries, and it is the devel-
oping countries which suffer the
most harm. In every economic crisis
in the capitalist world since World
War I, none of the developing
countries escaped damage a5 a re-
sult of the forcing down of raw

CHINA RECONSTRUCTS




Missing African contributions
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The role of Chinese correspondents

“| sent a telegram to [Malian] President Keita. Two days later, he
called back and invited me for an interview. | immediately flew from
Conakry to Bamako. | had been to Bamako more than three months

ago. (...) | explained to the President China’s rejection of the “Two-
Chinas”. He replied to me frankly by saying that they had not
established diplomatic relations with Taiwan. He said he had heard a
Taiwanese national was in the country and guaranteed me he would
be expelled”

Wang Shu, China’s first correspondent in Guinea
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African voices

= A few months before Radio Peking decided to launch Swahili radio
services, a group of Swahili speakers were hired as “foreign
experts” and brought to Beijing.

" They trained several Chinese reporters to be able to report in
Swahili.

" Once Chinese reporters (thought) they were comfortable with the

language, the Tanzanian “foreign experts” were sent back. They
never went on air.
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Missing African audiences
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Listeners and readers

» China’s official historiography highlights the success of radio
broadcasting to Africa

= At the Hausa department, between 1963 and 1978, 47,414 |etters were
received.

= |[n 1990 alone, more than 35,000 letters were received.

= According to journalists working at the time, these numbers were higher
“than the BBC or Voice of America received annually”

" Survey research at the time reveals a different picture. Chinese
broadcasts never developed an audience. There was no market for
it (like there was none for other international broadcasters).
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Foreigh Radio Listeners in 1960

Radio Cairo Radio Moscow Radio Peking

Nigeria
Every day 41% 1% 7% 1% 2% 1%
Several times a week 12 4 7 1 3 1
Once a week 2 5 2 2 #
Once of twice a month # 1 # 1 1
Less often # 1 1 # # #
Ivory Coast
Every day [7] 10% [5] [2] [5] [1]
Several times a week [22] 16 [15] [2] [13] [4]
Once a week [14] 11 [17] [2] [20] [5]
Once of twice a month [1] 1 [3] [1] [9] [6]
Less often [3] 2 [2] o) [1] 0
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Enduring Asymmetries

" The asymmetries in Sino-African mediated engagements today
have their roots in the history of China’s foreign
information/propaganda campaigns:

= Preponderance of official narratives and ideological messages.

= Small audiences for Chinese content, no audience for African content in
China.

= (To a lesser extent), limited African voices and narratives

" Sparks has called for “[r]esurrecting the imperial dimension in
International communication” (2015).
= Soft power might not be the most appropriate construct.
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