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Media flows and the ’State’ – 20th Century
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Media flows and the ’State’ – 21st Century
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Media flows and contra-flows (Thussu, 2007)
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DOMINANT FLOWS CONTRA-FLOWS

GLOBAL

Hollywood
MTV
CNN

Discovery
BBC

Google
CNBC

Wall Street Journal
Japanese animation

TRANSNATIONAL

‘Bollywood’
Al-Jazeera

Telenovelas
TV5

Telesur
CCTV-9

RTTV
M-Net

Korean films

GEO-CULTURAL

Phoenix
Zee TV

TRT-International
Al-Hayat

Baidu.com
MBC

NHK World TV
Islamonline.net

Roj TV



Layered media flows and contra-flows
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DOMINANT FLOWS
CONTRA-FLOWS

GLOBAL TRANSNATIONAL GEO-CULTURAL

FLOWS OF CAPITAL

FLOWS OF CONTENT

FLOWS OF NORMS AND VALUES



Successful State-sponsored news contraflow(s)?
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Successful State-backed non-news contraflow(s)?

?
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Are Chinese media successful contraflow(s)?
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How do we measure success?



Methodological toolbox for global media scholars

• Audience surveys

• Focus groups

• Observation

• TV programming analysis

• Text reuse

• Topic modeling

• Computer vision

• Social media analysis
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Issues

§ Can we study audiences and content studies together?

§ Can we truly triangulate these different types of data?

§ How do we ‘measure’, or ‘assess’, or ‘evaluate’ 
effectiveness?
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Watching TV

… or how a project on how audiences 
engage with content became one on 
technological failure.
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The evolution of a project
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Kajiado county, Stage 1 West Pokot county, Stage 2



The scope the project
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30+ households/village Two shared spaces/village



Technological failure
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Unexpected outcomes
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Plurality of choices
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Expectations vs reality
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Expectations vs reality
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Hospital in Olasiti



COM4DEV All Over
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Pay TV is expensive
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What about those who do watch?
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African audiences, Chinese content?
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Quantifying News Flows



Limitations of existing news archives
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Nexis Uni NewsAPI



Limitations of existing archives/corpora
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GDELT NOW Corpus



Algorithmic biases
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Africa Digital News Corpus

§ In 2019 I started a pilot 
project to monitor news 
content published on digital 
news websites in Africa 

§ This project collects data in 
real time to create a live 
corpus of news.
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Open Access
Open Source

https://doi.org/10.18738/T8/UKJZ3E

https://doi.org/10.18738/T8/UKJZ3E


Africa Digital News Corpus
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Create a list of 
relevant sources 

with metadata

Manually identify 
seed links to be 

scraped

Visit each seed link 
and retrieve all 
internal links

Visit each URL, 
download source 

code

Merge scraped 
data with 
metadata

Remove duplicates 
& missing values

Save “clean” text & 
date for each URL 

(and repeat)

Use trafilatura
and goose to 

extract content



Step 1 – Seed Links
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Create a list of 
pages you want 

to scrape



Step 2 – Retrieve links
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Visit each website and 
extract news links

Link URL

Toma : inauguration d’une
statue à l’image du premier 
chef de...

https://www.rtb.bf/2021/02/to
ma-inauguration-dune-statue-
a-limage-du-premier-chef-de-
canton/

Ouahigouya : des producteurs
utilisent le gaz butane pour 
alimenter les...

https://www.rtb.bf/2021/02/ou
ahigouya-des-producteurs-
utilisent-le-gaz-butane-pour-
alimenter-les-motopompes/

Compte rendu du Conseil des 
Ministres du 29 janvier 2021

https://www.rtb.bf/2021/01/co
mpte-rendu-du-conseil-des-
ministres-du-29-janvier-2021/

Compte-rendu du conseil des 
ministres du vendredi 29 
janvier 2021

https://www.rtb.bf/2021/01/co
mpte-rendu-du-conseil-des-
ministres-du-vendredi-29-
janvier-2021/

https://www.rtb.bf/2021/02/toma-inauguration-dune-statue-a-limage-du-premier-chef-de-canton/
https://www.rtb.bf/2021/02/ouahigouya-des-producteurs-utilisent-le-gaz-butane-pour-alimenter-les-motopompes/
https://www.rtb.bf/2021/01/compte-rendu-du-conseil-des-ministres-du-29-janvier-2021/
https://www.rtb.bf/2021/01/compte-rendu-du-conseil-des-ministres-du-vendredi-29-janvier-2021/


Step 3 – Extract relevant data
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Extract data that is 
relevant for us



Data volume

16/09/2022 The limits of State-sponsored media (contra)flows

34



Applications

§ This same process can be used to collect content from 
government websites, discussion fora, citizen 
journalism platforms…

§ We can answer descriptive questions about content
§ We can answer questions about linguistic patterns
§ We can compare sources across geographic spaces
§ We can trace longitudinal patterns
§ We can triangulate text data with other data
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Global News Flows
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Global News Flows
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Text reuse in African 
Englsh-language 

media coverage of 
COVID-19



Global News Flows
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Text reuse in African 
Englsh-language 

media coverage of 
COVID-19



Global News Flows
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Text reuse in African 
French-language 

media coverage of 
COVID-19



Global News Flows
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Text reuse in African 
French-language 

media coverage of 
COVID-19



The limits of State-backed contraflows

§ Micro-level failures
§ Poor project management

§ Technological failure

§ Macro-level & systemic impediments 
§ Competition with existing dominant players

§ Reliance on existing dominant players
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Thoughts?


