A University of

Shefﬁeld | Disinformation Research Cluster

The limits of State-sponsored media
O: GFLJ906>DGOKAa | + =
In global communication

Dani MadridMorales, PhD 23 October 2024
@DMadrid_M d.madrid-morales@sheffield.ac.uk  University of Leeds



+=<A9 >DGOK 9®PthCdnt@y A1L9L=A

— =
i I-\.. : e
- -
o
-
- e

= =

i

23-Oct2024 The limits of Statessponsored media (contra)flows 2



+=<A9 >DGOK 9HstCdnt@y A1L9L=A

23-0ct2024 The limits of Statesponsored media (contra)flows 3



The Arrival- Return of New Old Players
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local media

TRT Afrika: Turkiye's public
broadcaster launches Africa edition

Source MadridMorales (2021)

The new digital news channel will showcase 'Afrika as it
is', providing its audience with an alternative narrative
about Africa and featuring global stories of significance to
the continent with rich, timely and balanced information.
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https://www.kas.de/documents/285576/0/How+China%2C+Turkey+and+Russia+influence+media+in+Africa.pdf/6594fc3e-f240-6aea-342d-92c8f90dbf43
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Chlna Media Group (CMG) Commermal at Addis Ababa Airport

CHINA MEDIA GROUF
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Media flows and contra-flows (Thussu, 2007)

DOMINANT FLOWS

GLOBAL
Hollywood
MTV
CNN
Discovery
BBC
Google
CNBC
Wall Street Journal
Japanese animation

TRANSNATIONAL
I GDDQOGG< A
AlrJazeera
Telenovelas
TV5 Monde
Telesur
CGTN
RTTV
M-Net
Korean films

CONTRAFLOWS

GEGCULTURAL
Phoenix
Zee TV
TRT International
Al-Hayat
Baidu.com
MBC
NHK World TV
Islamonline.net
Roj TV



Layered media flows and contra-flows

DOMINANT FLOWS

CONTRAFLOWS




Successful Statesponsored news contraflow(s)?
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Successful Statebacked non-news contraflow(s)?
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Are Chinese media successful contraflow(s)?
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How do we measure ]
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Methodological toolbox for global media scholars

A Observation %'_ AText reuse

A Ethnographies A ATopic modeling

A TV programming analysis ASocial media analysis
) . o
A Audience surveys E]
A TV programming analysis

A Experiments



Issues

A Can we study audiences and content studies together?
A Can we truly triangulate these different types of data?
A&GO <G O= | E=9KMJ=AJ]] GJ | 9KK=KKA/J GJ |
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Watching TV

H GJ/))@GO 9, HJIZA Bt (U
engage with Chinese content became a
project on technological failure



Project Overview
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The evolution of a project
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Kajlado county Stage 1 West Pokot county, Stage 2
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The scope the project
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Technological failure
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Unexpected outcomes
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Plurality of choices
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Expectations vs. reality

Chinese-aided satellite TV project helps

connect African villages to the world

New vision

By Huang Lanlan and Hu Yuwei
Published: Oct 18, 2021 08:34 PM f y
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(rlobal Thmes

Hehrt curiously watches workers install a satellite TV at the hospital in which
he works. He rushes to the TV and changes channels after it's been installed,
and becomes very excited when there is a kung fu movie. "And it's in English!"

he says. "I used to watch Jackie Chan's and Jet Li's kung fu movies."

It was in June 2019 when China's technical team came to doctor Hehrt's

hospital in Olasiti, a small village in Kenya, to help set up a satellite TV signal.
Prior to that, the hospital had neither a signal nor a television, and sometimes
patients would get bored and impatient after waiting to see a doctor for hours

while doing nothing, Hehrt recalled.
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Expectations vs. reality
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COMA4DEV All Over
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Pay TV Is expensive

23-0ct2024 The limits of Statesponsored media (contra)flows 24



What about those who do watch?
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