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Outline

Context ... understanding the nature of “media assistance”
programmes by emerging/returning actors

Contrast ... comparing the principles, beneficiaries and
approaches to media assistance of different actors

Change ... situating information sovereignty at the centre of
media assistance activities can strengthen .




The return (not arrival) of old (not new)
players has disrupted some areas of the
media development space.

Examining the nature of some “media
assistance” programmes by these “new”
actors offers food for thought for
practitioners elsewhere



Context | RT Academy Launches in Africa



https://academy.rt.com/

Context | Media Partnerships at Sochi 2019 & St. Petersburg 2023
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Source: https://tass.ru/obschestvo /7037458
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https://tass.ru/obschestvo/7037458

Context | China-Led Multilateral Media Forums & Summits

China-CELAC Media Leaders
Summit
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China-Central Asia News Chlnese Arab Medla
Agency Forum Cooperation Forum
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Source: https://chineseposters.net/posters/el5-581

Context | Something on history
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chineseposters.net

Source: https://chineseposters.net/posters/el15-837 chineseposters.net
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Source:


https://chineseposters.net/posters/e15-581
https://chineseposters.net/posters/e16-339
https://chineseposters.net/posters/e15-837

Context | Chinese investment in media and telecommunications sectors

Chinese Aid to Africa by sector

Mumber of projects and valume of aid (2000-2013)

ICT-related aid projects by China in Africa
Total number of projects by country (2000-2013)
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Data: Alscadid 2017

30-Sep-2024 The new order of media assistance: Are urgent reforms needeed? 8



Context | Chinese investment in media and telecommunications sectors

China grants 49.5 billion FCFA to Niger for telecoms services ICT-related aid projects by China in Africa
Total number of projects by country (2000-2013)

Niamey, Niger (PANA) - China is to make 49.5 billion CFA francs available to Niger to
finance the construction of fiber optic and other telecommunications services in the
West African country, according to an agreement signed here Monday between officials
of the two countries.

1,500 orphans, less privileged benefit from Huawei charity
project

f ¥ o

BY EMEKA AGINAM

NEWS / COMMENTS

13 SEPTEMBER 2006
Namibia: China Chips in At Outapi

Tagged: Asia, Australia, and Africa « Environment « External Relations « Namibia « Southern Africa

Number of projects
L e——

Windhoek — The Chinese Ambassador to Namibia, Liang Yinzhu, donated 100 computers and
30 printers to the Outapi Town Council in the Omusati Region on Monday.

Data: Alscadid 2017
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Context | Types of “media assistance” projects by “new” actors

News agency
content exchange
agreement

CRI FMradio
station

Investmentin
local media

Chinese shows
on national TV

Launch of
broadcasting

Chinese
satelliteTVin
ruralvillages

Source: Madrid-Morales (2021)
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RT Opens .
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Source: Birkevich (2021)


https://www.kas.de/documents/285576/0/How+China%2C+Turkey+and+Russia+influence+media+in+Africa.pdf/6594fc3e-f240-6aea-342d-92c8f90dbf43
https://www.kas.de/documents/285576/0/How+China%2C+Turkey+and+Russia+influence+media+in+Africa.pdf/6594fc3e-f240-6aea-342d-92c8f90dbf43

Context | Training Courses Offered to “Developing Countries” in 2017

Seminar on Radio & Television for Senior Techniques 14 days
Management from Developing Countries

Seminar for News Reporters of Caribbean Countries 13 days  State Administration of Radio, Film and Television
Training Institute

Seminar for Omnimedia Reporters of Developing 14 days

Countries

Seminar on Movie &TV Media and Brand Management for 20 days Hunan Foreign Trade Vocational College
Developing Countries

Training Course on Digital TV Broadcasting Techniques for 15 days
Developing Countries

Seminar on Telecommunication New Technology & 56 days  Wuhan Post and Telecommunications Research
Equipment Maintenance for Developing Countries Institute

Training Course on TV Editing Broadcasting Techniques for 21 days  China Radio and Television International Economic
Developing Countries and Technical Cooperation Corporation



Context | What do participants say of these training programmes?
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28 African Journalists Compleltle 10-Month Media Fellowship in
China

By Fredrick P. W. Gaye (fellow) (People's Daily Online) 16:16, December 02, 2016
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Source: YouTube

CAPC Reception program on Dec. 1, 2016

Twenty-eight journalists from 27 African countries have completed a 10-month media and cultural exchange fellowship at the
China Africa Press Center (CAPC) in Beijing, the People’s Republic of China.
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Source: http://en.people.cn/n3/2016/1202/c90000-9150101.html


http://en.people.cn/n3/2016/1202/c90000-9150101.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yEhY_bOUOok&t=1s&ab_channel=VOAAfrica

Context | What do Chinese media training programmes look like?

“Seminar on New Media for Belt and Road countries”

Delivered by the “Research and Training Institute” of the “National Radio and
Television Administration”, People’s Republic of China (RTI of NRTA)

Targeted at new media personnel from B&R countries at “cadres of section" or
division level

Aims to “promote common media development”, as well as “international media
exchanges and cooperation between China and B&R countries”.

Held online between September 16 and 29, 2021 (15 days)


https://www.atlanticcouncil.org/in-depth-research-reports/report/a-global-south-with-chinese-characteristics/

Context | What do Chinese media training programmes look like?

Part I: New Media Operation and Globalization Strategy

“The seminar introduces the concept and model of integration between traditional media

and new media in the new media era, sharing China's new media operation experience and
overseas dissemination.”

Part 1l: Status quo of China’s radio, television and new media

“IM]edia policies as well as rules and requlations, with its focus on China’s radio
and television industry in promoting the construction of mainstream media”

Part Ill: Case sharing on post-pandemic new media business

“Industry experts are invited to introduce the reporting concepts and news practices in
China’s fight against the pandemic, and to share successful cases related to China's new
media business.”
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Context | What do Chinese media training programmes look like?

Part IV: The construction of “Smart NRTA” and the application of new media
technologies

“The seminar will introduce the research and application of China’s “Smart NRTA”
digital technology and 5G technology in radio, television and online audios and
videos, thus facilitating the development of new media industry in B&R countries.”

Part V: Theory and practice of media convergence in 5G era
Part VI: China's national conditions

“Introduce China's basic national conditions based on Xi Jinping's thoughts on
socialism with Chinese characteristics in the new era, and share the achievements
and experience gained since the founding of the People's Republic of China and
China's reform and opening up. Introduce the achievements of China's Winter
Olympics preparations and poverty alleviation activities.”
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= Discrepancies between discourses of
cooperation/aid of non-DAC countries and
activities on the ground

Co nt ra St = Qverlap in perceptions towards DAC and

non-DAC projects and activities




Contrast | China’s approach to “media development”

= China’s approach to development aid and cooperation is governed by a series of
principles that have been immutable for some decades and expressed ina 2011
white paper:

= Mix of multilateral and bilateral cooperation

= Discourse of “non-conditionality of aid”

= China sees itself as “the world’s largest developing nation”

= Cooperation is described as “mutually beneficial” and “win-win”

* Chinese authorities talk of “media cooperation” rather than “media
assistance”
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Contrast | Partnership of equals?
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Contrast | DAC vs Non-DAC countries

= Cooper (2017) identified four key differences between China and OECD’s DAC donors:

» Support for “independent media” versus support for government
" [nvolvement versus non-involvement

* Training versus infrastructure

= Diverse versus unified support
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Contrast | Shared characteristics of key (most) DAC countries

i1 T -
Media might Importance of Citizen
bring about transparency & participation at
democratization good governance the centre
2 ) ®;
News should be Benchmarking Journalism
balanced & progress against should be

unbiased global standard monitorial

30-Sep-2024 The new order of media assistance: Are urgent reforms needeed?

B
e®

Promote free &
independent
media

©

Universal media
ethics are
assumed

20

rdal (2024)

Source: Skje



Contrast | Shared characteristics of key non-DAC countries
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Contrast | Comparing approaches

Non-DAC Countries .
(“New Players”) (Most) DAC Countries

Who? State-affiliated actors ?
What? Status-quo preserving actions ?

For whom? (Mostly) elites ?
Where? Like-minded countries ?
How? Centralised top-down ?

Why? Strengthen donor countries ¥
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= Building media assistance programmes
that consider information sovereignty is
crucial in this new information
environment

C h a n ge = Strengthening Information sovereignty is

needed because it is being eroded by non-
DAC countries



Change | Possible directions of media assistance reform

Adopt new principles that are
responsive to both challenges

scope of
reform

Design interventions aimed at
countering the arrival of “new”
players

Reform aspects that have been
highlighted as problematic



Change | Dimensions of information sovereignty

infrastructure

individuals content
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Change | Information sovereignty as a pre-requisite

@ U.S. Department of State (.gov)
Building A More Resilient Information Environment

The information space has become more crowded, more complex, more confusing,

more contested than ever. That, in turn, creates an enabling environment for...

18 Mar 2024 United Nations Development Programme

Information Integrity: Forging a Pathway to Truth, Resilience
and Trust

— . ) This strategic guidance paper is intended to provide a framework for UNDP teams and
UN Welcome to the United Nations

United Nations Global Principles For Information Integrity

their partners to develop coherent and effective...

23 Feb 2022
The principles envision an information ecosystem that delivers choice, freedom, privacy
and safety for all, in which people everywhere can express themselves...
09 Jul 2024
=== BBC

Digital and media literacy: Supporting resilience to mis- and
disinformation

3 ve
Finland launches information resilience unit

Information disorder, distrust and division are on the rise, and technology is evolving at
lightning speed - leaving people unsure of what,...

Finland launches information resilience unit. National stockpile agency NESA says it 1 month ago

wants to make it easier to detect influence campaigns.

17 Aug 2022
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Change | How to focus on information sovereignty

States need to be
able to exercise their
sovereignty in the
information space

Citizens need to be
sovereign in their
media choices

information
sovereignty

Journalists need to be
sovereignin
determining the
topics they deem
important to cover

Legislation needs to
protect both
individual and
national sovereignty
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