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A note on terminology
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Foreign
(dis/ill/mis) 
information

Influence
Operations

Foreign
Information

Manipulation and 
Interference (FIMI)



Disinformation citizens care about, but few political actors do
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https://africacheck.org/fact-checks/meta-programme-fact-checks/beware-scam-facebook-page-and-blog-impersonating-kenyan
https://africacheck.org/fact-checks/meta-programme-fact-checks/beware-scam-facebook-page-and-blog-impersonating-kenyan
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Disinformation most politicals actors care about

412/01/2023 Geopolitics of Disinformation & National Security

https://africacheck.org/fact-checks/meta-programme-fact-checks/no-image-doesnt-show-nigerian-presidential-hopeful-tinubu
https://africacheck.org/fact-checks/meta-programme-fact-checks/no-image-doesnt-show-nigerian-presidential-hopeful-tinubu


Disinformation all political actors should care more about
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https://about.fb.com/news/2020/12/removing-coordinated-inauthentic-behavior-france-russia/
https://about.fb.com/news/2020/12/removing-coordinated-inauthentic-behavior-france-russia/


Foreign
disinformation & the
(excessive) focus on

narratives



Clash of “Truth(s)” – Contemporary Emphasis
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https://cyber.fsi.stanford.edu/io/news/prigozhin-africa


Clash of “Truth(s)” – Contemporary Emphasis

812/01/2023 Geopolitics of Disinformation & National Security

So
ur

ce
: h

tt
ps

://
ab

ou
t.f

b.
co

m
/n

ew
s/

20
20

/1
2/

re
m

ov
in

g-
co

or
di

na
te

d-
in

au
th

en
tic

-b
eh

av
io

r-
fr

an
ce

-r
us

si
a/

https://about.fb.com/news/2020/12/removing-coordinated-inauthentic-behavior-france-russia/
https://about.fb.com/news/2020/12/removing-coordinated-inauthentic-behavior-france-russia/


Clash of Narratives – Nothing New
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https://twitter.com/RoryCormac


Concerned about what is true and what is not
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76% Kenyans & 72% of South 
Africans say they are concerned
about what is true and what is
not online.

Source: https://www.digitalnewsreport.org/survey/2020/overview-key-findings-2020/

https://www.digitalnewsreport.org/survey/2020/overview-key-findings-2020/


How worried are you about foreign propaganda?
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26%

85%

47%

68%

Angola

South Africa

Ethiopia

Zambia

Madrid-Morales & Wasserman (In-progress)
Sample size: 4,200



What country is the main source of foreign propaganda?
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Madrid-Morales & Wasserman (In-progress)
Sample size: 4,200



FIMI and the
importance of

infrastructure(s)



New technologies, new media ecosystems
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New consumption
habits coupled

with multiple new 
information

sources

Mobile technology
has created

dynamism in the
domestic media 

environment

Some States have
begun losing the
ability to control 

information flows
domestically



StarTimes as prototype
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Infrastructural affordances 1 – Cause
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Infrastructural affordances 1 – Effect
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Infrastructural affordances 1 – Response
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Infrastructural affordances 2 - Alliances

12/01/2023 Geopolitics of Disinformation & National Security 19



Infrastructural affordances 2 - Influence
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164 news storiesabout Ukraine in 3 
months

75%  of these stories is written by 
China’s Xinhua

Fuente: Elaboración propia



Infrastructural affordances 2 - Narratives
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Co-occurrence network – The Independent (UG) Co-occurrence network – Capital FM (KE)
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Consequences
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Contributes to
deminishing trust 

in institutions, 
media included

Reduces quality of
democracy, and 

weakens electoral 
processes

Facilitates
reordering of

public opinion and 
foreign policy



Geopolitics of Disinformation, 
Information Infrastructure &
National Security

Dani Madrid-Morales 16 March 2023


