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ÁBy the end of the session, you should be able to: 

1. Define and critically engage with the term disinformation  

2. Examine the rise of geopolitically  motivated disinformation campaigns. 

3. Discuss the role of disinformation in elections outside the Global North.

4. Apply theoretical discussions to real-world case studies.
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Outline
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Elections ӛ Disinformation and elections in Sub-Saharan Africa

Terminology ӛ 'K ӑ<AKAF>GJE9LAGFӒ L@= JA?@L L=JEӋ

Geopolitics ӛ Information manipulation and interference (FIMI) 



Most serious risks around the world ӛ According to Economists
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Source: https://www3.weforum.org/docs/WEF_The_Global_Risks_Report_2024.pdf 

https://www3.weforum.org/docs/WEF_The_Global_Risks_Report_2024.pdf
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% in every country who say they 
are concerned about what is true 
and what is not online.

Source: https://www.digitalnewsreport.org/survey/2020/overview-key-findings-2020/ 

https://www.digitalnewsreport.org/survey/2020/overview-key-findings-2020/
https://www.digitalnewsreport.org/survey/2020/overview-key-findings-2020/
https://www.digitalnewsreport.org/survey/2020/overview-key-findings-2020/
https://www.digitalnewsreport.org/survey/2020/overview-key-findings-2020/
https://www.digitalnewsreport.org/survey/2020/overview-key-findings-2020/
https://www.digitalnewsreport.org/survey/2020/overview-key-findings-2020/
https://www.digitalnewsreport.org/survey/2020/overview-key-findings-2020/


Disinformation Studies in Perspective

6

Source: Madrid-Morales & Wasserman, 2022
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https://www.wiley.com/en-gb/Disinformation+in+the+Global+South-p-9781119714446
https://www.wiley.com/en-gb/Disinformation+in+the+Global+South-p-9781119714446
https://www.wiley.com/en-gb/Disinformation+in+the+Global+South-p-9781119714446


A Note on Terminology



'K L@AK ӑ<AKAF>GJE9LAGFӒӋ
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Mis/disinformation in the eyes of media professionals
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Mis/disinformation in the eyes of media users
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Everyday Disinformation
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Electoral Disinformation
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Foreign Disinformation
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Types of mis/disinformation
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Types of mis/disinformation
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Influence operations, information manipulation & interference
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Questions?
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Case I ӛ FIMI in Africa



Share your thoughts
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Context | The growing role of strategic narratives
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ӑStrategic disinformation narratives Ӓ 9J= <AK;MJKAN= ;GFKLJM;LAGFKӅ
designed to spread falsehoods, mislead, or distort facts to gain 

geopolitical influence.



Context | Growing Russian & Chinese mediated engagements in Africa
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Sputnik & Al-

Ahram
Sputnik & 
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Sputnik & 

SANews

Sputnik & 

Maghreb Arabe 
Presse

Sputnik & RTNC

TV Novosti & 

Eri-TV

Sputnik & 

Africanews

Sputnik & 

AIP

Source: Birkevich (2021)

CRI FM radio 

station

Investment in 

local media

Launch of 

broadcasting 
centre

Chinese 

satellite TV in 
rural villages

Chinese shows 

on national TV

Journalists 

trained in 
China

News agency 

content  exchange
agreement

Source: Madrid-Morales (2021)

https://www.kas.de/documents/285576/0/How+China%2C+Turkey+and+Russia+influence+media+in+Africa.pdf/6594fc3e-f240-6aea-342d-92c8f90dbf43
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South Africa

2012 2015 2020

72% 74% 50%

South Africa

2010 2016 2019

81% 66% 62%

Kenya

2010 2016 2017

94% 63% 54%

FRENCH LANGUAGE MEDIA

Source: Madrid-Morales & Wasserman (2023)

Source: Afrobarometer2

POSITIVE VIEW OF THE US

https://www.ispionline.it/en/publication/is-africa-turning-against-the-west-154061
https://www.ispionline.it/en/publication/is-africa-turning-against-the-west-154061
https://www.ispionline.it/en/publication/is-africa-turning-against-the-west-154061


Research Design | Strategic narratives
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https://www.iol.co.za/news/politics/opinion/west-must-share-the-blame-for-ukraine-crisis-7fb84a2b-ced6-42ef-a7ec-2543e17b91a5
https://www.newvision.co.ug/category/news/russia-will-withstand-western-sanctions-will-138609


Prevalence | Narratives across countries
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Source: Madrid-Morales, Wasserman & Ahmed (2024)

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%
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Definitely not true Probably not true Probably true Definitely true

ӑ2@= O9J AF 3CJ9AF= AK 9 ;GFK=IM=F;= G> , 2-ӐK =PH9FKAGF AF #9KL=JF #MJGH=Ӓ
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Research Design | Strategic narratives
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government protests in Hong Kong in 
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https://news.cgtn.com/news/2024-06-13/The-U-S-porcupine-strategy-is-destabilizing-the-Taiwan-Straits-1ugCa4EvS2A/p.html
https://www.standardmedia.co.ke/asia/article/2001335010/china-tells-u-s-to-remove-black-hands-from-hong-kong


Prevalence | Narratives across countries
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Source: Madrid-Morales, Wasserman & Ahmed (2024)
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Three types of FIMI campaigns
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Source: https://about.fb.com/news/2020/12/removing-coordinated-inauthentic-behavior-france-russia/ 

Identity 
grievance

1. activates polarized 
social identities

2. exploits real or 
perceived wrongs 

3. leverages low 
institutional trust

4. amplifies concurrent 
global political, social 
trends

EMOTION
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Three types of FIMI campaigns
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Information 
gaslighting

1. floods the information 
space as a form of 
ӏKLJ9L=?A; <AKLJ9;LAGFӐ

2. seeks to sow 
uncertainty about 
issues

3. may lead to feelings of 
helplessness

FATIGUE

Source: https://www.ft.com/content/d427c855-c665-4732-9dd1-3ae314464d12 
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Three types of FIMI campaigns
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Incidental 
exposure

1. uses range of channels, 
including fringe media, 
to increase incidental 
exposure

2. exploits declining trust 
in mainstream media

3. seeks to develop 
familiarity to narratives

BIAS
Source: https://dfrlab.org/2024/02/21/pro-russia-network-spreads-propaganda-and-disinfo-in-latin-america/ 
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Questions?
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Case 2 | Electoral Disinformation
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AI FIMI


